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. It is. trul^^tftat what Mark Hopkins was to Williams Collego in the ]Sortl\
Eootor Jiamos H.Carlisle was to Wofford College, Spartanhurg, South Caro

lina in the South. The parents of hoys did not send them: to Spartanhurg;

they sent them '!Up to Doctor Carlisle". On his passing it was v;ritton and

spoken hy hundreds that he had been South Carolinds greatest, man in the

past half century., "the greatest agent for good."

He was horn at Winnshorough, South Carolina, May 4, 1825, the spn of

Doctor William Carlisle horn in County Antrim, Ireland, July 26, 1707,

and died in Winnshoro March 28, 1867. His mother, Mary Ann Buchanan

Carlisle,daughter of William Buchanan, who died in Ireland, was horn in

-

I

County Antrim, Ireland , ij'ehruary 10, I80I-. and died in Winnshoro June I^^
1858. Tfh'e PrOg®3iitor of this Carlisle family came to Eairfield County in

1818 when his 'wffdJls widowed mother and hdr children- including Mary Ann

Buchanan- were brought over and established here hy the uncle of Mary Ann,

Captain and Major John B.-iphanan. At first the Carlislos wore settled on

one of John Buchanan's plantations several miles north of the to wn,

Winnshorough, then they novcd into the village. Some of the co usins of

tho Carlisles still live in that ld>cality.

Dr. James Henry Carlisle's father , Williara,v..'was dfotwo .lines of. iV

Scotch and Covenantor belief, and he was a Thompsonian doctor who prac-

iced his profession-for thirty years. Ho was a man of several practical

skills.

0
James Henry Carlisle horn in an attractive one-story reginally-designed

house still standing on the comer of Washington and Zion Streets was

of four children, "and if we judge hy the son's respect and love for motV\^

orhood tho inspiring influence of with her devout fundamentalPres—'

hyterian faith was tho dbminating factor in.- his educational and religi- '

h
ous life."His parents test in tho Methodist churcyard next door to tho old

home, the site of the first Methodist Church In tho county , and given hy

Captain John Buchanan-, tho uncle of Mary Ann, who also gave her her homo.
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parents of James H.Carlisle were first cousins

.X

Prepared for college under the expert, James W. Hudson at Mt. Zion Ac

ademy at Winnstoro he entorod South Carolina College in the Spphmore

class in X84J^, graduating second in his class in 1844. The next nine years

he taught in thfe Odd Fellows School ana the Columbia Male Academy at Col

umbia.

In 1848 ho married Margaret Jane Bryce, who was a devoted companion to the

time of her death, December , I89I.Tboy wore the parents of four.children,

two of whom died in infancy; the other two, J ames Henry Carlisle and Sara

Herbert wore members of the family for life; the latter never married.

November 1853 James Henry Carlisle was elected professor of Mathematics

in the first faculty of V/offord College, an honor, which came as a genuine

surpriBOij 1854 to 1875 he taught mathematics, although he preferred . phi-»-

losophy. Ho became President 1875, resigning in I90S , he was elected Presi

dent Emeritus, remaining with the college until his death October 21,1904.

Dr. Carlisle was awarded hon ors, one being Doctor of Laws (as he had

studied L awjby Southwestern University at Georgetown, Texas^during ^ com

mencement. He was a member of the Southern MethodistC^nference from the ti

me it first admitted laymen to sit in the Conference. Time and time again

he was sought by other colleges wjiere ho would receive a larger salary

and have a wider field, but ho would accept jnc(ne, "Ihave found this a wide

enough field", he replied.
either

"Dr. Carlisle was truly a groat teacher. Without/money or political power

for fifty years this old man, by the strength of his character has kept edv.

ucation in its highest sense alivo even in the extreme poverty of the peo-

ole ,iust aftor tViP V/ar, and has saved it from being swamped by the success^

ful commercialism of the present time-J. hoard a man ask a Woffdrd College

graduate what ho studied;i and did he anything. His answer was;"Ilsa-

rned there to bo a man".
0.

The beloved doctor was deepl y religious, tho high spiritualism shining out
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in all ho ho said or did. Hie high ideals aA^d cloop lova of the natutal bea^

utfos that tho Givar of Gifts had bostowod on him and all man, his daop

lova for his folldiwraan made him requira of tho young under his guidanco

develop to the greatest degree tho talents winth which thoy had boon ondowad.

Me impressive appearance , his benign and humble manner, his elAqu-

enco and surprising knowledge , his inspirational sense of right and concern

for every one he came in contact with made his hearers recognize the gredf\-
ness of tho man- He was much learned and M in fi-ddition the power tib im

part his knowledge to others, and was master of phrasing-."On tho platforM^
ho was as a .(^ophet of old holding his hearers to the ideals of God and
rightousnoss."

He was a disintorostod holpor in every rol.igious cause. His patriotism

v;as shoT.n in his having been one of t^o signers of the Ordnance of SeceS;-

sion. He was a roprosontative in tho last Confederate Legislature 1863-54.

He was the first advocata of jand public speaker ior the o^loction of a St
ate Superintendent of Education. In I87I he refused ro-Qlection as a member

of the Taxpayers' Convention . Ht|s speech in tho corruption in the state

IB68-I872 was outstanding ai nd , is hero quoted in part:"V/Q must not libse

hope. The only path before us in which there are no fftrmidable difficult

ies, is on® which loads from tho point whore we are now....A people who

in 1865 mot the shock in all their social and industrial framework, which

in suddenness and universalityt^ithout parallel in history, and in 1870

made one of the largest crops ovor gathorod- this pooplo surely will not

rush into frenzy or sink into aj^thy or despair. The same patience, firm^

ness at|d practical wisdom which has done so much in improving th® affairs

of thoir everyday life will bring benefit when applied to our practical

problem. So we face the fact that thorq, are difficulties in any path whicU^
promises to lead us from the present position ti> stability and colof idence#
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In conclusion historian 'iVallaca^s smnmation of th« man is:"Ro) adaquata

history of South Carolina could ha written without a prominent placo hoi
1

given to the annal§ of Wofford College, Spartanhurg, South Carolina , for

it was Carlisle's greatness that made the institution and sustained it

through tha most difficult years of the State's history "•

James Henry Carlisla, maker of man , in his groat gonoriusity of soul

r
precluded no bitterness in the years of povery and hardship following the

Cofifaderate V/ar. No man was a more ,liberal friend of the negro, few

made a mdre important contribution to the fight to rid tha State of illi

teracy. Temperenco had in him a valient champion. Pr. Carlisle incorpo

rated in his o'vTn life the laws which he advocated for his State.

The final accolade given the subject of this sketch is"I odo not

know of an instance that reveals so clearly the projcctional force of

character stripped of all adventitious things- "

VV/vU<«L-.

,, >
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Doctor James Henry Carlisle intelloct, love of the higher things
in

of life and /his career as::cducator and in his daily life never did
/

this superiority desert his conduct and idealsc proving he was a character

of rare ability, firm belief in faith and courage in fkdelity and deep

concentration on doing good abd fighting for what he believed were his a

and others destinies- the perfection as far as possible to human beings

made in the image of their Maker.

Alone his eloquence and exquisite dictionriand perfect approach to

the gems of his vast knowledge could have and would have in tho seper-

ation fro'n his other talents given., him the profession of a nationally-

known lecturer- In the years of his ascendency in successof his teaching

experience on the college level, his presidency of aniout-standing college

mysteriously strong in the weakest years of the Southfi s history-,and

throug};! the popular lyceam era of information by address, Dr. Carlisle

would have been famous on the national platform. .
naturally

Suffice it to say such secular accclaim from the public and the less

deep purpose of such a profession would have been to such a nature as his

unsatisfying to his soul.

Always in great demand as a speaker that held his audiences' clise

attention and wo might add, their doep satisfaction mn. hisiji^ealism,

James Henry Carlisle had a permanent record left of his addresses in

a book edited by his son, James H. Carlisle, Junior, printed under
WdffOrd College in 1910.

" ..Here iSogivon the eomplate list of the contents of tho volume
Addresses of Doctor James ..Htfnry Carlisle."

I-Sraduating Yalidictory Address Spe@.ch at South Carolina College, :i;
Docombor 2, 1844

rt
t!

2-C^aractor of Sholloy's Writings. At South Carolina Collogo,
Docombor 2, 1844.

" n

3-Dangors of a Student's Life. Address at Academy of Cokesbury, South
Carolina, July, 1854.

4-Study of Mathematics. Address at Vlfcfford Collogo Commoncomont, Juno 27.
* iQRR- 11855.
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5- Address at Eoidsvillo Acadomy,.dQllvorod at opening of Academy,1850.

TT

6-Somo of the Characteristics of the Present Ago as Illustrated by the
Progress of Astronomy during the last P ow Years Address before
theproston and Calhoun Socitios, July II, I860.

TT *

7-Somo of the Mistakes A Young Teacher May Make*.' Address bofore the Edu*
cational Institute of South Carolinaj locembor 21, 1870.

8-"Lot your Life bo quiet; Lot your Quiotlifo leave its Memorials. "Ad-
drossboforo the young ladies of Wosloyan P omalo Academy,Macon,
Georgia, 1876.

9-Addross as Pratornal Delegate from thovMethodist Episcopal Church
South. Dolivorod at Genera^. Conference hold in Cincinnati, Mhy 1880.

10-"Madama Ee Stahl".A^iross at Colximbia College, Columbia, S.C.
IT

11-"On the Death of D.E.Converse. Address at funeral, OotObor 1899.

12- "The Propor Literature of Sunday School LibrAries".

13- "The South Carolina Judge" .Lecture before thec'Toachers ' Summer
Schooli Spartanburg, SouthnCarolina, June 29, I90I.

If TT

14-Wllliam C.Preston, lecture, before thocToachors' Sxunmer School, Spar
tanburg, South Carolina,July 4, I90I.

15-"John Belton O'Uoal".lecture before the Teachers's Summer School,
Spartanburg, South Carolina, July II, I90I.

16- "George McDuffio."l octure before thocToachors• Summer School, Spar
tanburg, South Carolina, July 2, I90I.

17-"Eegrots of an Old Teacher". Lecture before the Teachers' Summer Sch
ool, Spartanburg, South Carolina July 13, 190I.

18-"Mark XI-I-15."Address dolivorod before the graduating class of Wof-
ford College , Spartanburg South Carolina, Juno 5, 1904.

The lectures of Doctor Carlislo embraced-,:- the years from 1825 to I^-
0 9.

His Sunday sfternDon Bible class included Spartanburg citizonz as
well as many of his students t listeners wore of all denomina
tions. IJ^city day of grief was called on the day of his passing.

.(H

y
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ISRANLSON, J.J. BURilELE, OF, SPARTAN13UP.G, S.C.

V.'illiam VJilson mar. Uary Cathcart

.ilox Eay mar. Margaret Orr --

7/il.liailj Ray mar. Mary Vy'i\lson.
John Carlislom-Mary KorJ

_N ancv Ray _IZZQ-
I78B-I8E9

V/m.Sachanan m. Rachel
Phillies

•William 'Buchanan

\
I

Mary Ann Buchanan :
V/illiam Qarlislo .

1757-I8o7 1 IS01-I8h8.

•^illiara Carlisle . bgrn_^.in Jroland naturalised in 1818, m^^
ricd Mary Ann Bucfenan, his lirst cousin7/l0, 1820 in -vinnsbCro,
ceremony by the Bovorcnd Samuel j)unu'oody. He, wife, and infant son,
also namod J ames Henry, buried in cemetery of Methodist Church in
"innsboro. The chilarcn of illiam Carlisle and Mary Ann Buchanan
Carlisle wore William Buchanan Carlisle, James Henry Carlislq , born
May 24, I82b . died October 21, 1909, became president of V/offotd Col
lege Spartanuurg, John V;ilson Carlisle , N ancy R ay Carlisle marrica
Professor Morrison, Of Clemson College, Clomson, S.C., Rachel Bucnanan
Carlisle, fhomas Carlisle, Mary Ray Carlisle marrica Richard Gantt.

Dr. James H.Carlislo entered S.C.College i8<i2 ,graduato"d 1844, taiight 9
years in Columbia. Road law ano began practicing of law in Spartanburg
1824 whore ho came with his brother at the time of founding of w'Offord.
Ho came to Wofford as professor at opening 4if school in 1854-

'.Villiam ' Carlisle graduated from S.C.College, and was^lator editor
of Charleston News and Courier and one of its founders with Hayno of
Russell's Magazine 1857, which flourished a few years. John Wilson Carlis
10 v;as graaunto of S.C.Collogo , a nd taught school in South Carolina.


