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It is tru1§?£ﬁat what Mark Hopkins was to Williams College in the Hortq'
Doétor James H.Carlisle was to Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Caro-
lina in the South. The parents of boys did not send them:to Spartanburg;
they sent them %“Up to Doctor Carlisle”". On his péssing it was written'and
spoken by hundreds that he had been South Carolin&s greatest man in the

past half century., "the greatest agent for good."

He was born at Winnsbqrough, South Carolina,'may 4, 1825, the son of

Doctor William Carlisle born in County Antrim, Ircland,.July 26, 1700
and died in Winnsboro March 28, I1867. His mother, Marﬁ Ann Buchanan
carlisle,daughter of William Buchanan, who died in Ireland, was born in
County Antrim, Ireland , iebruarp IO, I80I. and died in Winnsboro June Iﬂ’
1858. T/he progenitor of this Carlisle family came to Fairfieid County in
18i8 when his 1wifét5'widowed mothar and her children- including Mary Ann
Buchanan- were brought over and established here bty the uncle of Mary Ann,
Captain and Major John B.ighanan. At first the Carlisles were settled on
one of John Buchanan's plantations several miles north of the to wn,
Winnsborough, then they moved into the.viilago. Some of the co usins of
the Carlisles gtill live in that ldcality.

Dr. James Henry Carlisle's father , William,vowas 6fotwo lines. of oV
scotch and Covenanter belief, and he‘was 8 Thompsonian doctor who prac-
iced his profession-.-for thirty years. He was a man of several practical
skills. ‘

James Henry Carlisle born in an attractive one-story rogfhally-dcsigned
house still standing on the corner of Washington and Zion Streets was ownk
of four children, "and if we judge by the son's respect and love for moth _
eérhood the inspiring influence offgééher with her devout fundamentalPres-
byterian faith was the dominating factor in: his educational and religi-
ous life."His parents frest in the Methodist chu?ey&rd next door to the old

home, the site of the first Methpdist Church in.tho county , and given by

Captain John Buchanan', the uncle of Mary Ann, who also gave her her home.
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- The parents of James H.Carlisle were first cousins.

P;epared for college under the expert, James W. Hudson at Mt. Zion Ac-
ademy at Winnsboro he entered ﬂﬁa South Carolina College in the¢ Sophmore
class in 1842, graduating second in his class in I844. The next nine years
ne taught in the 0dd Pellows School and the Columbia Male Academy at Col=-
umbia.

In I848 he married Margaret Jane Bryce, who was a devoted companion to the
time of her death, December , 189I.Thcy were the parents of four.children,
two of whom died in infancy; the other two, J ames Henry Carlisle and Sara
Herbert were members of the family for life; the latter never married.

November I853 James Henry Carlisle was elected prorfessor of Mathematics
in the first faculty of Wofford College, an honor, which came as a genuine
sﬁrprizeu 1854 to I875 he taught mathematics, although he profbrrec . phi==
losophy. He became President I875, resigning in I902  he was elected Presi-
dent Emeritus, remaining with the college until his death October 2I,I904.

Dr. Carlisle was awarded hon ors, one being Doctor of Laws (as he had
studied L aw)by Southwestern University at Georgetown, Tcxas,during ¢ C Om=
mencement. He was & member of the Southern MethodistCenference from the ti-
me it first admitted laymen to sit in the Conference. Time and time again
he was sought by other colleges where he would receive a larger/salary
and have a wider field, but he would accept:ngne, "Ihave found this a‘wido
enough field", he replied.

either

"Dr. Carlisle was truly & great teacher. Without/money or political power
for fifty years this 0ld man, by the strength of his character has kept edw
ucation in its highest sense alive even in the extreme p@verty of the peo~:
ole just after €yp War, and has saved it from being swamped by the successy
ful commercialism of the present tima.I_heard a man ask a Woffard College
graduate what he studiedn and did he learn anything. His &ns&er was:"Ilea=~
rned there to be a man”,

The teloved doctor was deepl y religious, the high SPiritualﬁsm shining out
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“in all he he said or did. His high ideals afjd deep love of the natutal bea-
uties that the Giver of Gifts had bestowed on him and all men, his deep
love for his felléwman made him require of the young under his guidance
develop to the greatest degree the lealents wwth which they had beeun endowed.

His impraés;ve appearance , his benign and humble manner, his elaqu-
ence and surprising knowledge , his inspirational sense of right and concern
for every one he came in contact with made his hearers recognize the’greﬁi~
ness of the man. He was much learned and had in addition the powér th im=-

- part his knowledge to others, and was master of phrdsing..fOn the platforA\
he was as a ,prophct of old holding his hecarers to the ideals of God and
righfoushass."

He was & disinterested helper in every raligious capse. His patriotisu\
was shown in his having been one of the signers of the Ordnance of Seces,
sion. He was & representative in the last Conféderate Legislature 1865;64.
He was the first advocate of)and public speaker for the aﬂection of a St-
ate Superintendent of Education. In I87I he refused re-éloction‘as a8 member
of the Taxpayers' Convention . His speaech in_the corruptién in the state
I1868-1872 was outstanding a;nd‘ié here quoted in part:"We must not lbse
hope. The only path before us in which there are no fhrmidable difficult~
jes, is one which leads from the point where we are now....A people who
in 1865 met the shock in all their socisl snd industrisl framework, which
in suddenness and univérsality};ithout parallel in history,‘and in 1870
made ona‘of the largest crops ever gathered- this people surely will not
rush into frenzy ordisink .into afathy or despair. The same patience, firmo.
ness amd practiéal wisdom which has done so‘much in improving the affairsl
of their everyday life will bring benefit when applied to our practical
problem. So we face the fact that there are difficulties in ény path WhicL1

promises to lead us from the present pdsition td stability and cohfidencc,i)
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In conclusion historian Wallace's summetion of the man is:"Noo adequate
history of South Carolina could be written without a prominent place being
given to the annal$ of Wofford College, Spartanburg, South Carolina , for
it was Carlisle's greatness that made the institution and sustained it

through the most difficult years of the State's history ".

Jameé Henry Carlisle, maker of men , in his great genoréusity of soul
precluded no bitterness in the years of ﬁovs£§ and hardship following the
Confederate War. No man was & more .liberal friend of the negro, few
made a mare important contribution to the fight to rid the State of illi-
teracy. Temperence had in him a valient champion. Dr. Carlisle incorpo=-

rated in his own life the laws which he advocated for his State.

The final accolade given the subject of this sketch is"I odo not
know of an instance that reveals so clearly the projectional force of

character stripped of all adventitious things. "
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Doctor James Henry Garlisll intellect, love of the higher things

of life andjgis career asreducator and in his daily life mnever did
this superiority desert his conduct and ideals: proving he was a character
of rare ability, firm belief in faith and courage in fkdelity and deep
concentration on doing good abtd fighting for what hé believed were his a
and others destinies- the perfection as far as phssible to human beings
made in the image of their Maker.

Alone his eloquence and exquisite dictionnand perfect approach to
the gems of his vast knowledge could have and would have in the seper=
ation from his other talents given: him the profession of a nationally-
known lecturer. In the years of his ascendency in successof his teaching
experience on the college level, his presidency of aniout-standing coilcgo
‘mysteriously strong in the weakest years of the Sonthh s historycand
through the popular lyceum era of information by address, Dr. Carlisle
would have been famous on the national platform.

naturally

Suffice it to say such secular aceelaim from the public and the less
deep purpose of such a profession would have been to such a nature as his
~unsatisfying to his soul.

Always in great demand as a speaker that held his audiences' clise
attention and we might add, their deep satisfaction @n hislijdealism,

James Henry Carlisle had a permanent record left of his addresses in

8 book edited by his son, James H. Carlisle, Junior, printed under
Wefferd College in I9I0.

" _Here ikcgiven the complate list of the contents of thc volumc
Addresses of Doctor James .Heénry Carlisle."

I-Graduating Validictory Address Speech at South Carolina College,
Docomber 2, 1844

}
n.

B-Egaractor of Shelley's Writings. At South Carolina Collogo,
Decombar 2, I844. :

n
3-Dangers of a Student's Life. Address at Acadomy of Cokesbury, South

i Carolina, July, I854.

L3 ;

4-8tudy of Mathomatics..Addross at “ﬁfford Colloge Commencement, June 27§
. 185656,
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5- Address at Reddsville Acadoﬁy,,delivorod at oponing of Academy,I850.

"
6-Some of the Charactoristics of the Prosent Age as Illustrated by the

Progress of Astronomy during tho Last F ow Yoars ." Address bofore
thePreston and Calhoun Socities, July II, I860.

n Ll

7-Some of the Mistakes A Young Toacher May Mako! Address before the Edu-
cational Institute of South Carolina, December 2I, I870. :

8~"Lot your Life be quiot; Let your QuietLife Loave its lMomorials. "4d-
dressbefore the young ladies of Wosleyan F emalo Academy,lMacon,
. Georgia, 1875.

9-Address as Fraternal Deiegatc from thevMethodist Episcopal Church
South. Delivercd at General Conference held in Cincinnati, May 1880.

I0-"Madamo Do Stahl".Address at Columbia Colloga, Columbia, S.C. -

"
II-"0On the Death of D.E.Converse. Address at funoral, Octaober I899.
I2- "The Proper Literature of Sunday School Librariecs".

I3~ "The South Carolina Judge".Lecture bofore thecTeachers' Summer
Sehool, Spartanburg, SouthnCarolina, June 29, I90I.
L

"

I4-William C.Preston. ILecture before thecTeachers' Summer School, Spar=-
tanbirg, South Carolina,July 4, I90I.

I5-"John Belton 0'Neal".Lccture bofore the Toachers's Summer School,
Spartanburg, South Carolina, July II, I90I.

I6- "George Mcluffie."L octure bofore theocTeachers’ Summor School, Spar-
tanburg, South Carolina, July 2, I90I.

I7-"Ragrots of an 0ld Teacher". Lecturc before the Teachers' Summer Sch-
ool, Spartanburg, South Carolina July I3, I90I.

18-"Mark YI-I-I5."Address dolivored before the graduating class of Wof«
ford College , Spartanburg ., South Carolina, June 5, I904.

The lectures of Doctor Carlisle cmbraced.: the years from IBZ5 to IGa
o 9.

His Sunday sfternnon Bible clase includcd Spartanburg citizenz as
woll as many of his students % ghe listonors were of all denomina-
tions.l*city day of grief was called on the day of his passing.




Bxhibit -I. THE JAMES H. CARLISLY FA ILY LINE FROI
BRANDSON, J.J. BURNEDT, OF SPARTANBURG, S5.C.
wi{lliam Wilson mar. llary Cathcart.
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. 7illjam Carlisle , born jin Ircland aturaligzed in I8I8, mar-
Fied Mary inn Bucﬁanan, hgs f%rs% cousiﬁ??lB, 1820 in Winn&bdro,

coremony by the Eeverend sSamucl lunwoody. He, wife, and intant son,
also namod J ames Honry, buried in cometery ot Methodist Church in
“ijyoneboro. The children of ‘illiam Carlisle and Mary ann Buchanan
Ccarlisle wore Tilliam Buchanan Carlisle, James Henry Carlielg , torn
llay 24, I82% , died Octobor 21, 1909, tecame president of Wofford Col-
lege, Spartancurg, John Wilson Carlislg , I ancy R ay Carlisle marricd
Profescor Morrison, Of Clemson College, Clemson, 5.C., Rachel Buchanan
Cerlisle, “homas Carlisle, lary Ray Carlislo marricd Eichard Gantt.

Dr. James H.Carlisle cntercd S.C.College 1842,graduataod 1844, taught 9
vears in Columbia. Recaa law and began practicing ot law in Spartanburg
1824 where he came with his brother at the time of founding of Vofford.
He came to Jofford as protessor at oponing dt school in 1854.

william Carlisle graduated from 5.C.COllcge, ane was later aditor
of Charleston llews and Courier and one o1 its Iounacrs with Hayne of
Russell's lagazine I857, which flourished a fow yoars. John Wilson Carlie-
le was gracunte of $.C.College , & nd taught school in South Carolina.



